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Graduation 
Plans Interested in Hosting an 

International Student?

If you have an interest in hosting 
an international student, or if you 
would like to learn even more 
about this program, please con-
tact Brad Schaper at schabrad@
luther.k12.wi.us. 

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

Luther High School Graduation

Students, parents, and other family members are 
busy making plans in preparation for graduation.  
Various factors such as unseasonable weather, the 
site of your preferred post-graduation reception be-
ing unavailable, the number of guests able to attend 
exceeds your expectations, or any other number of 
reasons may cause those plans to change.

While all of those causes for changing plans cer-
tainly can and do occur for individual families, vari-
ous factors can cause graduation plans to change 
for Luther High.  Such is the case.  There has been 
such an overwhelmingly positive response to online 
reserved seating requests for graduation that our 
plans for graduation have changed.  Our plans will 
better serve those planning to come to graduation 
by moving the graduation service to the ACE gym-
nasium.  

Consequently here are the changed plans for 
graduation. 

• Graduation will be in the ACE Gym-
nasium

•Each senior will still be able to re-
serve 6  seats on the main floor.  
They will be able to reserve seats 
after their graduation practice on 
Wednesday, May 23. 

•The remaining seats on the main floor 
and all bleacher seating (other than 
the section reserved for the choir) will 
be available on graduation day.

•With these changes you can disre-
gard the online requests for seating 
that you may have already made, an-
ticipating that graduation was going to 
be in the Chapel/Auditorium. 
 

What a blessing that our anticipated audience for the 
graduation service is exceeding the seating capacity of 
the Chapel/Auditorium. Thank you for your understand-
ing of our plans for graduation.  We look forward to giv-
ing thanks to God for Christ-centered education and 
training at Luther High’s 2:00 PM graduation service on 
Sunday, May 27 in the ACE gymnasium. 

Blessings in Jesus,
Paul Wichmann
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MAY
Congratulations to the Luther Light for May, Shawn 
Bjerke of Tomah, WI.  Shawn is the son of Brian 
Bjerke and Lisa Fletcher and is a member at St. Paul 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tomah, WI.  Before 
Luther High School, he attended St. Paul Lutheran 
School in Tomah.

After graduation from Luther High School, Shawn 
plans to attend Martin Luther College in New Ulm, 
MN for pre-seminary studies. 

Congratulations to the Luther Light for May, Mi-
chaela Harbach of Nodine, MN!  Michaela is the 
daughter of Dennis and Allison Harbach and is a 
member at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Nodine, 
Minnesota.  Before Luther High School, she attend-
ed St. John’s Lutheran School in Nodine.

After graduation from Luther High School, 
Michaela plans to attend Wisconsin Lutheran 
College in Milwaukee, WI to study Pre- Med. 

MICHAELA HARBACH

SHAWN BJERKE

LUTHER LIGHTS

Congratulations



Families are welcome to join Friends of Luther at the 3rd Annual WELS Night at the     
Loggers fundraiser on June 17.  Tickets are just $7 plus tax each, and $3.50 of each 
ticket sold is returned to the Friends of Luther treasury!  Check out the posters at 
church and school and connect with your church contact person to purchase tickets.  
For more information, visit www.lutherhigh.org or check with your congregation.  
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For those who wish to send any cards of 
thanks and appreciation, they can be sent to: 

Attn: Mr. Paul Adickes 
Luther High School
1501 Wilson Street
Onalaska, WI 54650

Congratulations to 
Paul Adickes 25 YEARS IN THE MINISTRY! 
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MR. JAMES RUPPRECHT

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Mr. James Rupprecht will be retiring at the end of the 
2017-2018 school year.  He has faithfully served his Lord for years in various roles at four separate 
churches and three different high schools teaching a variety of subjects, being involved in 
extra-curricular activities, making memories, and touching over 3000 students’ lives.

During his many years of teaching, Jim has shared his love of music in band, choir, music theory, 
music appreciation, grade school band, jazz band, pep band, and handbells with students at 
several of our Association grade schools.  He utilized some of his other talents, knowledge of our 
world, money management, and woodworking, to instruct students in East and West Geography, 
Consumer Education, and Applied Home Maintenance classes.

Extra-curricular activities were also included in his teaching responsibilities throughout his career.  
With his love of music, Jim was able to inspire students both in the grade schools and the high 
schools to grow in all forms of their musical abilities and use them to glorify their Lord in school 
performances, chapel, and during worship services in their home congregations. Serving on the 
Administrative Council and as an academic advisor was one more avenue where Jim used his 
talents to serve Luther High School.

When asked to share some of his favorite memories from his career, Jim shared several that are 
special to him.  The memory that left the biggest impression on him was when the Luther High 
School Band was asked to perform for President Bush’s campaign in Onalaska.  “For me, the most 
exciting part was to look at our students’ faces and eyes when the President of the United States 
walked out on the stage.  It made it all worth the effort!  It was a great day for Luther High School 
and the Music Department!” Jim has held the privilege of creating, directing, and changing 
different aspects concerning the music offerings at Luther.  Those included starting the handbell 
and grade school band programs, directing the 50th WELS Band Festival National Anthem and the 
WELS National Handbell Festival, bringing the band into the Christmas Concert, revamping Heidel-
berg, and changing Concert on the Green to Spring Spotlight.

Jim plans to spend his extra time in retirement with his family, attending his thirteen grandchil-
dren’s events, traveling with his wife Sheryl, and setting up his shop for woodworking.  He is 
looking forward to attending more Minnesota professional sport games with his sons and not 
having to worry about getting back for school the next day! One piece of advice he wanted to share 
with the future staff and student body of Luther was, “Be kind and love one another!”  We thank 
God for the many years of service and commitment Jim has given to his Lord and to Luther High 
School.  May God bless your retirement!

If you would like to send your thanks and appreciation to Mr. James Rupprecht, please send them to:

Mr. James Rupprecht
N8391 McWain Dr
Holmen, WI 54636

MR. KEITH HEINZE 

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Mr. Keith Heinze will be retiring at the end of the 2017-2018 
school year.  He has faithfully served his Lord for 44 years, all at Luther High School, teaching a 
variety of subjects, being involved in extra-curricular activities, making memories, and touching 
approximately 2200 students’ lives.

During his many years of teaching, Keith has been given the opportunity to share his love of literature 
and writing with students in a variety of English classes:  British Literature, Advanced British 
Literature, English 9 & 10, American Literature, and Foundations of English.  His abilities didn’t stop 
there though. Latin I and German I and II were also subjects in which he had an interest, and he was 
able to impart that interest to his students.

Extra-curricular activities were also included in his teaching responsibilities throughout his career 
at Luther.  Keith was able to make a difference in students’ lives by serving as a guidance counsel-
or, assistant principal, director of facilities and operations, attendance officer, transportation and 
hot lunch director, and being a part of the admission and discipline committee.  Publishing the 
newspaper and being in charge of the drama productions rounded out the rest of those extra-cur-
ricular responsibilities to which Keith gave his time, effort, and dedication.

When asked to share some of his favorite memories from the last 44 years, Keith shared several 
that are special to him.  The first one goes all the way back to when Keith was a student here at 
Luther.  He started dating his wife Joanne during this time, and they were married in 1971.  What 
a blessing 47 years of marriage has been!  Having the privilege to teach his own children in a 
Christian environment is a memory that holds a special place for Keith as well. Some of the other 
favorite memories were the opportunity to work with many talented and dedicated men who 
served on Luther’s Board of Control, especially the Building and Grounds Chairmen, being part of 
the drama production “The Miracle Worker” with Dave Luetke, and working with Henry Leibl on the 
1999 building addition.  Keith considers the fact that he was able to be an integral part of the 
physical, mental, and spiritual maturing of so many young people to be one of the largest 
blessings from his time teaching here at Luther.

Keith plans to spend his extra time in retirement with his four grandchildren, working on house 
projects, and enjoying the reduced amount of stress. One piece of advice he wanted to share with 
the future staff and student body of Luther was, “Everything is different, but one thing is the same: 
Keeping Christ in Higher Education.”  We thank God for the many years of service and commitment 
Keith has given to his Lord and to Luther High School.  May God bless your retirement!  

If you would like to send your thanks and appreciation to Mr. Keith Heinze, please send them to:

Mr. Keith Heinze 
206 S Elm
La Crescent, MN 55947

                                                                                                              

WELL DONE Good and Faithful Servant
God’s Blessings to James Rupprecht and Keith Heinze with Their Retirement
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2018-19
BUS TRANSPORTATION 

Any Luther High School students who 
reside in the La Crosse School District 
and will be using bus transportation to 
and from school during the school year 
will be REQUIRED to register by July 15. 

Registration will be done online and was 
made available on May 1.  

This registration is ONLY for students who      
reside in the La Crosse School District.  A link to 
the La Crosse School District Transportation 
site may be found at www.lutherhigh.org. 

LHS Transportation Info:  
http://www.lutherhigh.org/admission/

transportation

La Crosse BUSSERS


